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What are the demoaraphics of students? 

• Asian 4" 
• Bledc/Afrlcan-Am~rlcln 3" 

I Hispanlc/l.atino 49% 

• American Indian <a 

I Pacific Islander 0% 

• White 52" 

• Two or More Races 2.% 

How much Is the district spendlna per student? 

• 1. Avtrace 

• 20U·20U 
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*Instructional spending: average per-student spending directly related to 
the students 
**Operational spending: average per-student spending related to overall 
school operations 
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AnnUal report gives 
insight to school 
Report card grades course~ 

student readines~ spending) 

among other categories 
By Guadalupe Blanco 
Editor in Chief 

While the school has ex
celled on several categories 
on the annual Illinois Report, 
there are also areas of concern 
where the school has not met 
standard levels. 

Divided into seven portions, 
the report card compares last 
year's academic year, 2012 
to 2013, to the previous year, 
2011 to 2012, 

The report card also com
pares the 2011-2012 and 2012-
2013 school years and then 
compares to the Illinois aver
age. 

One of the categories that 
was scored was whether or not 
students were ready for col
lege and careers, specifically 
how long it took students to 
graduate, and how they were 
scoring on standardized tests. 

According to the survey, 
98 percent of students gradu
ated within four years during 
the 2012-2013 school year, up 
from the 94 percent the school 
received in during 2011-2012. 

In that same category, the Il
linois average graduation rate 
was 83 percent of students. 

During the 2012-2013 
school year, 97 percent of stu
dents graduated in five years, 
up from 92 percent. 

The Illinois average for five 
year graduation was 87 per
cent. 

However, in terms of stu
dents being ready for college 
coutsework, only 41 percent 
of students were meeting or 

exceeding college readiness 
benchmarks on the ACT, 
which was down from the 
44 percent achieved in 2011-
2012, and not meeting the Il
linois average of 46 percent. 

In relation, the measure of 
academic success was only 4 7 
percent overall in the PSAE, 
48 percent for math, 46 per
cent in reading, and 44 per
cent in science. 

The 2011-20P averages 
were lower, at 43 percent, 43 
percent, 43 percent, and 44 
percent respectively. 

Illinois averages were 53 
percent for PSAE overall, 52 
percent for math, 55 percent 
for reading, and 49 in science. 

Despite the lower scores of 
PSAE performances for the 
school, the report card also 
highlighted the positive that 
the school has done. 

Instructional spending, 
which is directly related to 
how much money is spent 
on teaching between students 
and teachers, was $7,763 last 
year, and $7,490 during the 
2011-2012 school year, while 
the Illinois average was only 
$6,974. 

Operation spending, which 
is the spending for all of the 
school's operations, including 
instructional spending, was 
also up from the 2011-2012 
school year. 

In 2011-2012, the school 
spent $12,802, and spent 
$13,132 during 2012-2013. 

Again, the Illinois aver
age was the lowest, with only 
$11,842 being spent per stu-

dent. 
Other fields of interest 

were the available courses, 
programs, and resources that 
were offered at the school. 

Some of the sub-categories 
included academic courses, 
school awards, career develop
ment courses and programs, 
physical education, health and 
wellness, athletics, and other 
programs. 

Under academic courses, 
AP courses, including Eng
lish, mathematics, sciences 
and Spanish were noted as 
courses of recognition. 

Also on the list were French 
and German classes, studio 
art, and early childhood edu-
cation. 

There were also many 
courses that teach career de
velopment tffilt received r~e"-,c'------=....-~--..!1; 

ognition. 
Some of these programs in

cluded computer concepts and 
software applications, web 
page and interactive media de
velopment, and communica
tion technology. 

In addition to those por
tions, the report card also gave 
insight into the school's learn
ing conditions, and a SEssen
tial survey. 

The 5Essential survey is a 
new tool for the report card 
that will provide the opportu
nity for students and teachers 
to share their thoughts on es
sential learning conditions. 

Students and teachers have 
already taken part in the sur
vey, but the results of those 
surverys will not be available 
until the 2013-204 report card. 

The latest version of the re
port card is available to view 
on the school website and on 
www.illinoisreportcard.com 
for more information. 

Photo illustrations by Guadalupe 
Blanco 
Information from Community High 

School At-a-Glance Report Card 

All fired up Disservice to those who serve Addicted to trouble Postive change 

Members of The Ink 
are getting a head 
start for "Louder Than 
a Bomb," by changing 
focus, getting more 
students involved-
see News page 2. 

Veterans Day should 
include a moment of 
silence at the start of 
the day for those who 
served. It was missing 
here. Read Our View
-see Perspectives, 
page 3. 

Despite advances 
in research and 
many campaigns, 
students still might 
not be aware how 
harmful drug use 
can be --see Center 
Spread, page 4. 

The Chicago Black
hawks have had 
contiflous changes 
in their lineup which 
help improve their 
overall playing--see 
Sports, page 8. 
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Upcoming show ends 
'wait' for first thriller 

To overcome the challenge 
the actors have been working 
very hard hard to master per
forming a thriller. 

"There are pretty intense 
violent moments, the actors 
practice every single day for 
safety reasons," Begovich 
said. 

By Alexandra Garibay 
Center Spread Editor 

For the first time WeGo 
Drama will put on a sus
penseful thriller play with 
"Wait Until Dark". 

"We've never done a thrill
er before, and it is full of 
many effects," director Mark 
Begovich said. "(Wait Until 
Dark) is a suspenseful thriller 
about a blind woman who 
is being terrorized by some 
criminals because they want 
something they think she 
has." 

This year's theme for 
WeGo Drama, "See ... 
Think ... Act... Differently" 
connects to the play because 
there is someone who has a 
disability, Begovich said. 

Since "Wait Until Dark" is 
a thriller, it is a different type 
of rehearsal process. 

"This show pushes not just 
our actors on stage, but our 
crew offstage with a variety 
of different things," Begovich 
said. 

For example, getting used 
to the fake blood the actors 
use on stage. 

Actors also agree on how 
different the show is. 

"It is very different from 
anything we've done here 
and anything I've ever been 
in," senior Lindsay Fiegle 
said. 

Since it is a different type 
of show the actors faced 
challenges during rehearsals. 

"One of the challenges the 

actors have faced is the pac
ing in the show. The pacing 
is a little bit more important 
than other shows," senior 
Josue Munoz said. "There is 
a sense of building tension to 
reach the climactic moment 
at the end." 

Tickets are $5 for students 
and $8 for adults. Perfor
mances are Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at 7 p.m. in the 
Weyrauch Auditorium. 

Photo by Alexandra Garibay 
Junior Jasmin Juarez, right, and sophomore Robert Bradley 
grow closer in "Wait Until Dark" as their characters start to 
rely on each other. 

Getting all fired up for 'Bomb' 

Club gets ear!J start on from members will also help 
the team when they compete 
on Feb. 28 and March 2. 

"The points aren't the 

Wa1J toprenarefor event point,"Cordessaid. "I(want) 
J r to go to the competition feel-

ing more confident, and 

By Guadalupe Blanco 
Editor in Chief 

According to adviser feeling like, 'yeah, we've got 
Amanda Cordes, the prepa- this." 
rations are still in its early Although there are a lim-

Members of The Ink are stages. ited number of students who 
warming up to put together 
their team for this year's 
"Louder Than a Bomb." 

"Louder Than a Bomb" is 
based in Chicago, and is the 
world's largest youth poetry 
festival. 

While the event has been 
around since 1991, the 
school's team is still relatively 
new to competing. 

"This is our third year com
peting, and we have returning 
artists who know what to ex
pect. We'll be bringing more 
experience," adviser Tara De
leon said. 

"Right now, we just had will compete on the team, 
our first meeting for Louder anyone is eligible to try out. 
Than a Bomb, and we also "Be ready to be committed. 
talked about topics that We'd love to have people, and 
would be discussed (at the we do have (lots) of students 
competition)," Cordes said. come. It's an awesome way to 

A focus for this year is the make 'you,"' Deleon said. 
change in mindset. Students who are inter-

"We've kind of rebranded ested in auditioning need to 
ourselves. The focus in the sign up outside of room 321 
past was putting events to- before Thanksgiving break, 
gether, but our meetings are and have a piece that is typed, 
more writing oriented (now). memorized, original, and 
We lost a lot of seniors, but with personal meaning. 
we've gained lots of talent," Auditions will be held on 
Cordes said. Dec. 3, 4, and 5 after school 

Gaining the new talent in room 321. 
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WAatJ fOIItf Olt7 
Head start to high scores 
By Alexandra Garibay 
Center Spread EdiW 

Students looking to pre~ 
parefor the ACT and PSaE'· 
can sign up for two different 
progtarns to help get ready. 

Registration is in person 
with test coordinator Jill 
Holubetz by Dec. 13 or 01l-
1ine at www.ex.celedge.com 
byDec.20. . .. 

There is also a one day 
coJ,u:se offered on April5. ·~· 

During the one day ACT 
seminar, students will learn 
tips to improve in all four 
subtests, and take short~ 

ened "practice tests .. 
The eight' week session 

will be held Tuesdays from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. from Jan. 
28toMarch 18for$255. 

The one day course is 
from 9 am. to 3 p.m. and 
costs $89. 

Both courses will be held . 
at school. 

Locals lead students 
By Hector Cervantes 
Contributing Writer 

Student Council is pre.
paring for the student lead~ 
ership program on Thurs
day in honor of American 
Education Week. 

The community leaders 
will teach students about 
leadership and education 
when they come in. 

Some of these leaders 
are Winfield Pubfic Library 
trustees Cindy Keck and 
Mary Vancot as well as al
derman Lori Chassee and 
Carol Stream Public Li
brary trustee Nadia Sheikh. 

"I hope students can 
learn qualities of a good 
leader in the hopes of them 
being a leader one day," ad~ 
viser Candace Fikis said. 

Kicking off can drive 
ger and povertr in Kane 
(;0Mty. " 

;~~~~<<~.,~~(r~1~~-~~~~----~~•wm 
This year's Skills US.A. 

canned food drive will be
gin on Dec. 2 and close on 
Dec.l3. 

"The can drive is for the 
Humanitarian Service So
ciety in Carol Stream. H ad- . 
viser Brittney Bauer said. 

The· Humanitarian Ser
Project is a ~m 

l .. ~ .. :t,_to ·- lmt1-

be entered in a raftle to win 
a $25 gift card for Starbucks 
or iTunes. 

Extra credit is also given 
to those who donate, but 
with each teacher deciding 
how much. 

A. three can donation 
counts for a ddetttion ·and 
a five cans donation counts 
as a P.E. ma.U up. 
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Meaning of VeteranS Dt!J lost 
November 11 is a day to appreciate those who 

are risking or have given their lives to support our 
country, yet the school did not take part in this. 

On this day, veterans are supposed to be hon
ored for their hard work and dedication to our 
great nation and are given the proper respect that 
they deserve. 

Where was this though throughout the school? 
It was nonexistent. 

The school did not take any sort of time to 
honor those who have risked everything that they 
have to protect our country and the lives of all of 
those in it. 

A simple special honor over the announcements 
at the beginning of the day or having each teacher 
talking about it for the first few minutes of their 
classes would have been appropriate. Just the 
slightest mention would have been nice. 

The daily announcements would be a good 
place to acknowledge Veterans Day, but even that 
forum was neglected. 

If students did not wake up in the morning real
izing the significance of this day, went to school, 
came home, and gone to bed, they would never 
have even realized what they missed. And that is 
unacceptable. 

That is the honor that West Chicago has given 

to all of these brave soldiers, letting the students 
either neglect of forget this day entirely. 

Every teacher in the school would have had 
the time to at least mention the day with a simple 
'Happy Veteran's Day,' so why was this honor not 
given? 

Do we as a school have this little pride in our 
country and those who protect it by making per
sonal sacrifices every day? 

According to the Illinois State Board of Educa
tion, schools can decide whether or not to hold 
school, but if school is held, "the school board or 
other applicant is authorized to take (the) actions 
provided that the persons honored by the holiday 
are recognized through instructional activities con
ducted on that day." 

Of course though, as long as a single teacher 
briefly mentions this day for a single moment, 
this law is not being broken, but does that make it 
right? Even one lesson being taught in one class is 
not enough. 

The school should be able to at least take a short 
time out of the day to honor the warriors of our 
country on the one day of the year that gives them 
direct credit for what they do. 

This is a very easy fix, and as long as we try to 
care enough, we can give them the proper honor. 

Lack of knowledge bringing students down 
Student drug abuse 
issues need attention 

Drug use appears to be a more common occur
rence among teens, and that's a really big problem 
that needs to be addressed. 

While using drugs isn't anything new to high 
school students, it has become so popular and 
common among teens that it lends itself to other 
problems. . _ 

According to '!-n article by the DaiJy Herald, the . 
DuPage County Coroner's office reported, there 
have been 38 confirmed heroin-related deaths in 
DuPage County by Sept. 24. At one point over 
the summer the county had 15 heroin deaths in 1 7 
days. 

Health problems are the main concern about 
people taking drugs. 

According to drugfreeworld.com, some of the 
long term effects include memory loss, loss of ap
petite, hallucinations, depression, respiratory prob
lems, and tooth decay. 
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Some users don't realize the severity of the ef
fects of the drugs that they are takini or what it 
will even do to them:

Our school needs to do a better job at teaching 
kids the consequences to their lives when they 
chose to take drugs, other than just in health class. 

Health class is a good way to start and get basic 
information out, but is that really helping any-

Photo illustration by Guadalupe Blanco 

thing? 
According to the West Seattle Herald, 7th and 

.,adr:ls £.-cade Middle School formed an 
Above the Influence group in response to the le-
galization of marijuana for those 21 and older. 

Members of the group encourage others in the 
school to avoid the use of drugs, particularly_ mari
juana. 

Our school should be more proactive in trying 
to put a group together like this and not just say
ing, "Don't do drugs." 

A group like the one the Cascade Middle 
Schoolers formed could be put in place to help 
students receive information about what drugs ac
tually do to you. 

Also, information could be provided as to how 
to help yourselves or other loved ones. 

Another option could be just a short presenta
tion offered to the public about warning signs if 
they think someone they know could be using 
drugs. General information offered in a more per
sonal way besides being in a classroom could help 
to get the point across. 

The school needs to be more proactive in teach
ing students that drug use isn't 'normal', and 
only bad things come from getting wrapped up in 
drugs. 

THE WILDCAT CHRONICLE is the student newspaper at 
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oily makes 
comeback 

By Darcy Akins 
Sports Editor 

November 21, 2013 

Although it's been around for some time, the resurgence and popular
ity of Molly has grown significantly. 

Molly is used mostly at raves or a festival, accompanying music and it 
contains the same main chemicals that are found in Ecstasy, according 
to www. teens.drugabuse.gov. 

According to New York Daily News, "In some states, there has been 
a 100-fold increase- the combined number of arrests, seizures, emer
gency room mentions and overdoses- between 2009 and 2012, accord
ing to Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) figures." 

The drug isn't new to the scene, having been around for more than 10 
years, and it is usually in pill form. Even though it has been around a 
while, its popularity has started to increase, and many people are dying 
from overdosing on it. 

According to an article by the Chicago Tribune, some of the side 
effects of taking it include "a lengthy, euphoric high with slight hallu
cinogenic properties. Overdose symptoms can include rapid heartbeat, 
overheating, excessive sweating, shivering and involuntary twitching." 

Raves and electronic music concerts are the most common sighting 
of the drug. However, people in the electronic music industry are taking 
measures to try and eliminate all the deaths and usage of Molly. 

One organization trying to change the Electronic Dance Music com
munity is Dance Safe. This organization offers health and safety tips at 
events like raves and festivals, understanding that people still use drugs 
no matter the effects. 

"We create a safe place for people to talk about their health and drug 
use and encourage acceptance and support for people who do choose 
to use, thus reducing stigma," Missi Wooldridge Executive Director of 
DanceSafe said. 

When asked about the increase in Molly usage at Electronic Dance 
Music festivals and why people take it, Wooldridge said, "I think it is 
relative to the growth of the scene and community. People chose to do 
so for different reasons. Some people take it because they view it as a 
social normal and others take it to enhance the experience." 

The group also have a website at www.dancesafe.com where viewers 
can ask questions and participate in forums. 
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Marijuana/Hashish 
Synthetic Marruana 

Ad derail 

Cough Medicine 
Tranquilizers 

OxyContin 
MDMA (Ecstasy) 

Inhalants 
Cocaine (any form) 

Ritalin 

SOURCE:lmi 

Heroin ov 
By Alexandra Garibay 
Center Spread Editor 

Drugs are addictive, dead
ly, and poisonous but some 
are worse than others. 

Heroin is one of those, and 
John Roberts knows firsthand 
about heroin's deadly grip. 

Roberts is a co-founder, of 
Heroin Epidemic Relief Or
ganization, or HERO. 

"(Our) mission is to stop 
the growing heroin epidemic 
that has rapidly swept across 
nation through our own 
programs and by supporting 
those who have lost a loved 
one to heroin or are currently 
helping a loved one who is 
struggling with this terrible 

"Mysonc 
heroin over 
he could cor 
Roberts said 

Their sons 
only kids ext 
heroin in He 

"It·seems ~ 
groups of ki1 
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overdoses prompt fathers into action 
· sease," Roberts said. Glen became acquainted Roberts noticed how his when he weakened and tried erts realizes about teens. 
Roberts, along with Brian with, and tried, heroin," son, Billy, had been fatigued it again, we missed it," Rob- "Friends who do drugs, 

Kirk, founded HERO, after Roberts said. "Several went and sleeping a lot but he fig- erts said. "Slowly, this very will tell each other 'Oh, 
path fathers lost sons to to drug treatments and a few ured it was because his son seductive and lethal drug yeah, do drugs, it's okay'," 
il.eroin in 2010. died from drug overdoses." was working so hard. began to overpower Billy's Roberts said. "I wish some-

Heroin is an opioid drug Being a retired police of- Billy had at some point resolve to not use, because one would have said some-
r at is synthesized from mar- ficer inspired Roberts to start told his parents about his use this drug is so powerful it thing to my son like, 'don't 
hine,. a naturally occurring HERO. of heroin. took him." go near that, don't do it."' 
bstance extracted from the "When my son passed "By the time he talked to Since Roberts watched his As dangerous and deadly 

:eed pod of the Asian opi- away, I saw how many me about having tried heroin, son's death due to heroin, he as heroin is, there is an es-
1 urn poppy plant, according people will be hurt, I just he had already tried it a few realized just how dangerous timated 9.2 people in the 
o www.drugabuse.gov. thought 'I have to do some- times, and like many kids he heroin is. world who use heroin, ac-

"My son died from a thing'," Roberts said. liked the feeling it gave him," "I always tell kids that cording www.drugfreeworld. 
1eroin overdose. He thought HERO also does events in Roberts said. heroin and crystal meth are or g. 
e could control (his use)," towns and schools to spread Although Roberts knew extremely dangerous drugs," "Once you do heroin ev-
toberts said. awareness about drugs. about his son's drug use it Roberts said. "This par- erything is gone. Family and 
Their sons were not the "We're definitely out there, was difficult to get him to ticular drug is so deadly; it's friends, all because of that 

mly kids experimenting with telling kids to be careful and stop. something you should never one bad decision," Roberts 
terojn in Homer Glen. to have the courage to tell "We watched over him far experiment with." said. "That's what I tell kids, 
"Jt.seems several small people if they have a prob- more closely but occasional Succumbing to peer pres- you could lose your life, or 

of kids in Homer lern," Roberts said. use was difficult to detect so sure is also something Rob- you could lose everything." 

5 
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Nightmares tackled in 
season 3 of horror story 

Some of the shots include 
tribal rituals and sacrifices, a 
reappearing procession of an 
"inversed" Klu Klux Klan, 
and even levitating bodies. 

Each frame, according to 
co-creator Ryan Murphy in 
an interview for the Holly
wood Reporter, will reveal 
hints as to how the series will 
unfold, and as the series pro
gresses, viewers will be able 
to understand how each of 
the frames relates to the se
nes. 

. Photo courtesy of FX 
Golden Globe nominated TV show 'American Horror Story 
Coven' is on Wednesdays 10 p.m. on FX. 

By Guadalupe Blanco 
Editor in Chief 

"American Horror Story" 
has always chosen to steer 
from the typical horror story 
plotlines, instead choosing to 
tackle the true nightmares of 
the world, no matter the sen
sitivity or brazenness of the 
situation. 

Season three, "American 
Horror Story: Coven," is no 
different, artfully taking cue 
from the past and using it to 
bring to life some of the most 
awful ordeals from the past, 
ranging from slavery, voo
doo, family, and oppression. 

One of the first notable as
pects of the show is the open
ing sequence, which reminds 
viewers of previous seasons, 
but far differs and presents an 
idea of what is to come. 

As an anthology series, 
"American Horror Story" 
presents unrelated plots each 
season, but with the same ac
tors. 

The third season opens be
tween two instants that show 
a dramatic difference of a 
world in the 1800s and to
day's modern society. 

In the present day, the con
cerns of a so-called invention 
of the imagination, witches 
are sent to a private school 
where they are taught to con
trol their problems in the out
side world. 

In the sequence, the now- It is a dark, if not dramatic 
recognizable theme drifting turn from the past, which the 
in in black and white frames series shifts back and forth 
that have been filmed with a between, where public image 
lack of stable camera tech- was everything, and secrets 
niques to create a dynamic were stuffed in the dark, to 
sense of instability and a lack preserve status. 
of reality. Perhaps the darkest of the 

From traditional time for 
family to holiday madness 

By Kyle Paup 
Perspectives Editor 

Thanksgiving is a holiday 
dedicated to giving thanks 
for the blessings that we have, 
yet has seemingly been taken 
over by the rush of shopping 
plans and sales. 

Since President Roosevelt 
changed the date in 1939, the 
fourth Thursday of Novem
ber has been a day of turkey, 
football, and celebrating a 
historic moment in our na
tion's history. Or at least it 
should be. 

Black Friday, the famous 
day after Thanksgiving, has 
been known as the unofficial 
day to mark the shopping sea
son for Christmas since 1924. 

Of course, many stores 
around the nation take ad
vantage of this day by putting 
out their best sales of the year 

and making Black Friday 
a crazed day for Christmas 
shopping. 

With all of the excitement 
for cheap buys and sales, 
Black Friday has almost be
come a holiday of its own. 

The issue with this is it is 
taking away from the real 
holiday at the time, Thanks
giving. 

Instead of celebrating the 
pride of our country and 
giving thanks for our bless
ings, it would seem that more 
citizens are more concerned 
about their wallets than any
thing else. 

People sometimes even 
line up as early as days before 
Thanksgiving comes itself. 

So basically, instead of 
spending time with family 
and loved ones, these people 
are waiting to get "the good 
deals." 

Some stores even open on 
Thanksgiving day with Black 
Friday deals a day early such 
as Old Navy, Toys 'R Us, 
Wal-Mart, Kmart, and Sears, 
who by doing this are further 
encouraging the madness. 

Thanksgiving used to be 
a special day of thanks, but 
that ideal seems to have been 

forever lost due to this infa
mous day following it. 

To make matters worse, 
Black Friday sometimes even 
ends in violence, thefts, and 
even deaths. 

According to securityin
fowatch.com, last year an un
identified man at a Wal-Mart 
store attempted to steal two 
DVD players. In an attempt 
to stop this man, he was ac
cidentally killed in a struggle 
against two store workers 
and a security guard. 

This is only one of many 
deaths related to Black Fri
day incidents. 

In 2008, shoppers broke 
down the doors to a Wal
Mart and trampled a worker 
to death in the process, ac
cording to nymag.com. 

Being trampled to death by 
crowds has been an occurring 
accident over the later years 
of Black Fridays history as 
well. Not only is it wrong 
to be more focused on get
ting good· deals on holidays 
instead of celebrating them 
with your family, it is seri
ously dangerous. 

Black Friday is a great way 
to save money, but at the 
same time be careful. 
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secrets is the one that be
longs to Delphine LaLaurie, 
a serial killer who relishes not 
only in living the high life, 
but also in her serial killer an
tics, particularly to the slaves 
she owns, and even her own 
family. 

Matching up LaLaurie's 
antics is the allure and lust of 
wanting to be the "Supreme," 
the most powerful witch 
within a coven in the current 
New Orleans. 

Fiona Goode, the reigning 
Supreme, is battling the real
ization that her time as the 
big bad witch is coming to 
an end, and one of the new, 
young, beautiful witches will 
soon succeed her. 

While the plotlines and ef
fects up the horror effect, the 
real strength of the show lies 
in the casting and actors, who 
go from strength to strength, 
and bring in flair a.nd cun
ning to a show that could po
tentially teeter on borderline 
distasteful. 

Ultimately, "American 
Horror Story: Coven" isn't 
anything like scary movies 
that have defined a whole 
genre of fllm and television. 

It proudly boasts the melo
drama of the interweaving 
plots, and throws in brazen 
humor in a sickly, if not 
smart manner. 
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Setting goals to win 
By Kyle Paup 
Perspectives Editor 

After already seeing im
provement from the players, 
boys basketball intends on 
having a season strongly in 
their favor. 

"Our goal is to get to the 
point where instead of simply 
competing in games, we're 
winning the games that we 
are involved in," head coach 
Bill Recchia said. "Last year 
we competed in most of our 
games and that would be my 
step forward for our program 
(that) instead of just compet
ing, we're winning our games." 

The road to achieving this 
goal is. long, yet straight for
ward at the same time. 

"(We plan to) continue hard 
work and doing the little things 
that are important to win a 
ball game. Realizing that every 
single possession is important 
(too)," Recchia said. 

Hard work has already start
ed to pay off for the returning 
players from last year. 

"We will do better than last 
year. I'm really hoping for our 
team to be around .500, that 

would be a big improvement 
from last year," senior John 
Konchar said. 

Practice over the summer 
has helped Konchar improve 
and get ready for the season. 

"I think I have improved 
on several different aspects of 
my game, especially my free 
throw shooting because last 
year I shot terribly and I've 
been working on that over the 
summer," Konchar said. 

When asked if there were 
any challenges so far with the 
team, Recchia replied confi
dently saying that there were 
none. 

"It's a great group of young 
men and they're eager to work 
hard. I look forward to watch
ing them improve as the season 
goes," Recchia said. 

The players are also confi
dent that the season will go 
well for them. 

"I think the team has some 
good talent this year, we have 
depth and a lot of different 
people can score. We have very 
little experience on the varsity 
level but if we all work together 
we could win some games," 
Konchar said. 

Photo by Kyle Paup 
At practice, senior Ethan Doell practices shooting free-throws and 
shooting form. 

New changes ineige with old techniques 
By Guadalupe Blanco 
Editor in Chief 

Sticking to tried and true 
methods as well as bringing in 
some new techniques led the 
girls swim team to personal 
bests and success. 

"At the end of each season, 
we do what is called a taper, 
which is kind of like a pro
gressive resting for that one 
meet. Our JV team did very 
well, they had 100 percent best 
times, and ended up taking 
sixth place. Our varsity team 
took seventh," varsity Nick 
Parry said. 

Receiving the personal re
cords at the championship was 
gladly received. 

"I always hope that our team 
does well at any meet, so my 
expectations are always high. 
Our JV girls were tapered for 
the (Upstate Eight Champi
onship) so I was expecting 
them to (achieve) season best 
times," senior captain Paulina 
Konopka said. "Our JV team 
swam (their) best times, which 
is great, because there were 
many teams who didn't ac
complish that." 

Adjusting to the new confer
ence has also been a focus. 

"The new conference is 
definitely a change. We have 
made a statement this year in 
battling back and forth with 
the Bartlett swim team," senior 

Jill Staton said. "We were the 
first group of girls to swim at 
that meet in representation 
of the West Chicago/Batavia 
co-op swim team. This only 
helped motivate our girls to do 
well and earn our place in the 
conference." 

Even with the addition of 
new swimmers, the team still 
works hard to do well. 

"The new conference is dif
ferent from the old one because 
we swim against a lot of teams 
that place at state. Before every 

meet, we go in with the mind
set that we will win our heats 
and the meet all together," 
senior Alyssa Ushman said. 

By joining with the Batavia 
swimmers, the team has also 
gained opportunities to be 
more competitive. 

"It helps us be more com
petitive," Parry said. "For 
example, we added a meet 
this year that we wouldn't have 
been able to go in past years 
because the team was never 
big enough." 

Photo by Kyle Paup 
Girls on the swim team practice their breststrike using kick
borads during practice. 

By improving and being 
supportive, the team has also 
grown closer. 

"Every practice and every 
time we lift really lead up to 
how well we are going to do. 
Coach Parry is really the mas
termind behind everything. He 
writes the sets we are going 
to do and tells us how much 
we need to lift, and without 
him we wouldn't have been so 
successful," Stanton said. "On 
the team, the girls are not just 
only your teammates, but truly 
become your family." 

As a family, the swimmers 
want to do the best as a whole, 
according to Konopka. 

"We're working hard to get 
even better and even faster. 
Ultimately, we want to get as 
many girls qualified to state as 
possible," Konopka said. 

Even though the season is 
coming to a close, all the effort 
that has been put in is what will 
show at sectionals. 

"The thing about swimming 
is that there's not much you 
can really change from one 
day to the next that's really 
going to make that much of 
a difference. What these girls 
did at the end of August plays 
a direct role in how they do 
in the middle of November," 
Parry said. "Swimming, you 
have to take a long range plan 
andidea,andeverythingbuilds 
to just this one meet." 
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Changes 

leaves team 

acfjusting 
By Alexandra Garibay 
Center Spread Editor 

With a new coach and goals 
set, the wrestling team is ready 
for the season. 

New head coach Roberto 
Torres might be new to coach
ing in the school, but he has 
coached wrestling for six years. 

Torres coached at East Auro
ra High School for three years, 
Metea Valley High School for 
one year, Neuqua Valley High 
School for one year, and at 
Naperville North High School 
for one year. 

"Being a first year head 
coach has is already very 
awarding," Torres said. "It is 
very surprising how wrestlers 
will step up to meet expecta
tions and accomplish what 
they need to accomplish in and 
outside of the classroom." 

Having a new coach brings 
positivity to the team. 

"I hope we can go downstate 
and I think that's very possible 
this year with our new head 
coach," junior Alex Maltese 
said. 

Goals have been set from the 
team this year. 

"Goals are making sure that 
the whole team works hard this 
year and make sure we can get 
as many team and individual 
wins as we can and hopefully 
send some kids down state," 
Maltese said. 

The coach also has goals for 
the team. 

"I have two major goals for 
the season which would be to 
build unity and pride in our 
'WeGo' wrestling program as a 
whole, and also to instill a pas
sion and value for the sport of 
wrestling and value the sport 
for what it is," Torres said. 

Wrestlers already have plans 
in order to help them overcome 
any challenges they might face 
during the season. 

"(We will overcome chal
lenges) with a lot of hard work 
and dedication from all of our 
wrestling kids," Maltese said. 

If a challenge ever surfaced 
the coach would also be ready 
to handle it. 

"When it is time to face my 
first challenge I will resolve 
the challenge by taking a step 
back and looking at the chal
lenge to resolve the situation 
by keeping in mind the vision 
of the program as a whole in 
the future," Torres said. 

-
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New players and line-ups benefit Blackhawks 

By Darcy Akins 
Sports Editor 

With hockey season in full 
swing, the Chicago Black
hawks are doing well due to 
many changes, and some fans 
including me, are happy with 
what we are seeing through the 
season so far. 

As an avid Blackhawks fan, 

I watch season in and season 
out for the upcoming players 
that will be joining the team, 
and it seems that this year's 
team is much younger than 
that of previous years I have 
seen. Many young players have 
been moved up and had more 
playing time. 

This could help the Hawks 
because younger players typi
cally bring many benefits like 
speed. However, they also 
bring lack of experience in 
playing at the NHL level. 

Forward Brandon Saad for 
example, at age 20, is in his 
prime and quickness is defi
nitely on his side. He's also has 
had some great assists like the 
one to Patrick Kane against 
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the Minnesota Wild on Oct. 
26. Currently his record is six 
goals and eight assists. 

Relying a lot on the younger 
players seems to be working 
out all right for the team as 
their record is 14-4-4, but it 
wouldn't hurt to give some 
of the veterans more ice time. 
Someone I'd like to see on the 
ice a little bit more is Marian 
Hossa. 

Last year during the NHL 
lockout, Brandon Pirri, Bran
don Saad, and Ben Smith all 
played together on the team 
that feeds into the Hawks, the 
Rockford Ice Hogs. 

These several younger play
ers got used to playing together 
which has aided the Hawks 

new line ups. 
That is one change head 

coach Joel Quenneville is em
bracing a lot this season, the 
change in the lines of players 
that are on the ice together. 

Many of the players who 
are used to playing together 
such as Bryan Bickell and 
Jonathon Toews are now being 
switched around and they are 
hardly ever on the ice at the 
same time. 

Even though some players 
have been moved around in 
lines, it seems to be helping the 
overall play of the team. 

Coming off being the Stan
ley Cup Champions, a tremen
dous amount of pressure is 
being put on the Blackhawks 

to perform well this year. Some 
fans expect them to do as well 
as they have been doing in the 
past few seasons. 

Not to mention, because 
of the NHL lockout last year, 
and the amazing 24 game win 
streak, fans and spectators are 
wondering if they can live up 
to that again this year. 

With the changes that they 
are making, I .think they are 
going to do very well this sea
son. Even though some of the 
changes have been ridiculed 
by fans since the beginning 
of the season, the changes 
are working out good for the 
team.However, even if they 
don't, their true fans will stick 
by their side. 

Perspectives Editor 

"}think the younger pJ.ayM 
ers would be faster and 
bring more to the table 
than the older players.'' 

~•RIMe 
"I like the tact that Coach 
Quenneville is switching 
up the players that play 

together. It will. make them 
better." 

Team prepares for competition but we've been getting really 
good thanks to it," sophomore 
Allison Wagner said. 

so providing time for other 
sports or clubs that they're in 
(can be a challenge)," Klein 
said. By Kyle Paup 

Perspectives Editor 

Cheerleading has been 

adapting to a new varsity 
coach and is preparing for their 
first competition. 

"The transition from N to 

Photo by Kyle Paup 
During practice, the varisty cheerleading team practiced their 
mount. The teams competitions start in December. 

varsity has been the biggest 
struggle. There are a lot of 
new responsibilities that I have 
to take on as far as games and 
performances and competi
tions," head coach Meghan 
Klein said. "Other than that it's 
been very fun (and) very excit
ing. (It has also been) very time 
consuming, but I'm enjoying it 
and it's a good change for me." 

The number of practices the 
team goes through has also 
increased this year. 

"We're working very hard. 
We've increased our practice 

Despite the benefits of this 
increased schedule, difficulties 
come with it as well. 

"Some things that we are 
struggling with are just work
ing around everyone's busy 
schedule. I have a lot of girls 
who are in multiple activities, 

Making strides 
with hard work 
By Katelyn Foehner 
Contributing Writer 

schedule (because we are) After overcoming a few 
just very driven. We have a obstacles in the beginning of 
new mind set this year and the season, the poms team is 
we are looking forward to our working hard to compete in 
first competition season and the Upstate Eight. 
simply building from there," "I think our season is go-
Klein said. ing well, we're rising above 

Even though the amount of the obstacles that have been 
practices rising can be difficult thrown our way," junior Lizzy 
for the players, it seems to be Mastroianni said. 
benefiting them with their Although the team has suf-
cheerleading talent. fered a few set backs, they have 

"We've been practicing a worked hard and are preparing 
lot, which isn't always easy, . for their first competition. 

The team has aleady per
formed their first showcase 
where friends and family could 
see their progress, according 
to Klein. 

Competitions for the cheer 
team start in December. 

"I encourage the school to 
come watch our team kick 
butt this year," junior Nici 
Theodosis said. 

The team has practiced since 
July on their hip-hop routine 
and is hoping for a better out
come than last year. 

After placing third out of 
eight teanis this past summer at 
camp, the team hopes to score 
higher this time. 

"We're hoping to place, all 
the girls have been working so 
hard," senior Cristin Zaputil. 
"We hope to do better in the 
Upstate Eight than the DVC." 

Last year the team overall 
placed last in the DVC. 

The first competition at 
Palos Hills/Eisenhower is 
Saturday. 
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